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community center offers one-day workshops 
with minimal supply investment. Art festivals 
and shows are good places to see a wide variety 
of types of art, one of which may trigger your 
interest. Ask the artist if they teach classes – or if 
they are planning on doing a demonstration on 
site.  
 
Once you have decided on a type of medium 
that suits you and have worked with it enough 
to know you want to continue, the next step 
would be to take a series of classes or work-
shops to help you refine your basic skills, discov-
er your own artistic voice, as well as learn design 
principles and techniques that will make your art 
interesting and refreshing.  
  

At this point, whether you are creating original 

art , or simply enjoying the process, you, too, are 

an artist! 

YOU, TOO, CAN BE AN ARTIST 
 

You do not need to take your art to art festivals or galleries to 
be able to call yourself an artist. All you need to do is be able 
to express yourself and your personality through art or in an 
artistic manner. The art you produce may be able to be en-
joyed by yourself, by your friends and family, or with custom-
ers at an art show. Or you may simply enjoy the process of cre-
ating.  
 
Dictionary.com includes these points in their definition of an 
artist: 

A person who produces works in any of the arts that are 
primarily subject to aesthetic criteria. 

A person who practices one of the fine arts, especially a 
painter or sculptor. 

A person whose trade or profession requires a knowledge 
of design, drawing, painting, etc. For example: com-
mercial artist. 

A person who works in one of the performing arts such as 
an actor, musician, or other public performer. 

A person whose work exhibits exception skill. 
 
Using that definition, an artist can be any number of things at 
any point in a range of capabilities. It is a pretty inclusive defi-
nition and one that can accommodate almost anyone that has 
a need to create or express themselves in one of the “arts”. 
 
If you are interested in expressing yourself through the art, the 
best way to begin is to take a class in a medium that interests 
you. You may be surprised at how many classes are available! 
You can find classes at local art stores, community art centers, 
community college after-hours programs, or at the studio of a 
local artist. But, unless you have a specific medium in mind, it 
can become expensive as often you will be required to pur-
chase your own materials. And the number of possibilities is 
amazing! 
 
If you have no idea what might be interesting to you, or would 
like to learn more about the different things out there – or just 
experiment – check out your local art center or store. Stores 
may offer demonstrations where you can watch the artist work 
with their medium.  Or see if your local art or community     
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NORTH ALABAMA 

MISSION MARKETPLACE 
   Craft Show & Vintage Fair 
   March 1 thru 3 (Sat & Sun no admittance charge) 
   Decatur, AL 
   Info: www.missionmarketplace.org 

 
JERRY BROWN ARTS FESTIVAL 
   March 2 and 3     
   Hamilton, AL 
   Info: http://www.jbaf.org/ 
 
NEACA’s ANNUAL SPRING CRAFT SHOW 
   March 15 - 17 
   Von Braun Center South Hall, Huntsville 
   Info: http://www.neaca.org/ 

 

CENTRAL ALABAMA 

COTTONTAIL VILLAGE ARTS & CRAFTS FESTIVAL 
   March 1 thru 3     
   Admission (see website) 
   BJCC, Birmingham 
   Info: http://www.christmasvillagefestival.com/
cottontails.html 

 

SPRING ARTS & CRAFTS SHOW 

   March 22 – 23 
   Gardendale Civic Center 
   Info: http://northartscouncil.webs.com/ 

 

CENTRAL ALABAMA 

FOUNTAIN CITY ARTS FESTIVAL 
   March 23, 9am – 5pm 
   Pratt Park, Downtown Prattville 
   Info: http://www.prattvilleal.gov/special-events/fountain-

city-arts-festival.html 

SOUTH ALABAMA 

ORANGE BEACH FESTIVAL OF ART 
   March 7 – 10, Art Show dates are March 9 & 10 
   2 locations in Orange Beach, both on Canal Road: 
    Arts on the Bay  at the Coastal Art Center Campus over-
looking Wolf Bay 
    Arts on Main Street – at The Wharf at orange Beach 
   Info: http://www.obfoa.com/ 
 
FAIRHOPE ARTS & CRAFTS FESTIVAL 
   March 15 - 17 
   Fairhope, AL 
   Info: http://eschamber.com/artscrafts/ 

 

OUTDOOR ART SHOW 
   March 15 - 17 
   Eastern Shore Art Center, Fairhope, AL 
   Info: http://www.esartcenter.com/events-festivals.php 

MARCH ART SHOWS 

  

HIP,     

HIPPO, 

HOORAY! 
 

From now through June 16, the Birmingham Museum of 

Art is presenting the very unique collection of porcelain 

table service from the collection of Richard Baron Cohen. 

This collection was commissioned from the Royal Copen-

hagen Porcelain Manufactory in Denmark and features 

“portraits” of hippos painted on to the individual pieces.  

In conjunction with this exhibition, the BMA is providing 

many hippo-related events for the entire family. This 

could be an excellent spring break adventure! 

For more information, visit the BMA’s web page at 
http://www.artsbma.org/exhibitions-all/hip-hippo-
hooray. 

 

http://www.missionmarketplace.org
http://www.jbaf.org/
http://www.neaca.org/
http://www.christmasvillagefestival.com/cottontails.html
http://www.christmasvillagefestival.com/cottontails.html
http://northartscouncil.webs.com/
http://www.prattvilleal.gov/special-events/fountain-city-arts-festival.html
http://www.prattvilleal.gov/special-events/fountain-city-arts-festival.html
http://www.obfoa.com/
http://eschamber.com/artscrafts/
http://www.esartcenter.com/events-festivals.php
http://www.artsbma.org/exhibitions-all/hip-hippo-hooray
http://www.artsbma.org/exhibitions-all/hip-hippo-hooray
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DID YOU 

KNOW… 
That March is the 20th Annual Youth Art Month? 

This is an annual observance that takes place eve-

ry year to emphasize the value of art education 

for all youth and to encourage support for quality 

school art programs and is a result of the com-

bined efforts of the Council for Art Education and 

the National Art Education Association. 

Although this newsletter has shared some of the 

benefits of the arts in the classroom in the past, 

these points from Americans for the Arts (2002) 

are worth sharing again… 

BENEFITS OF ARTS EDUCATION… 

Stimulates and develops the imagination and criti-
cal thinking, and refines cognitive and creative 
skills.  

Has a tremendous impact on the developmental 
growth of every child and has proven to help level 
the "learning field" across socio-economic bound-
aries.  

Strengthens problem-solving and critical-thinking 
skills, adding to overall academic achievement 
and school success.  

Develops a sense of craftsmanship, quality task 
performance, and goal-setting—skills needed to 
succeed in the classroom and beyond.  

Teaches children life skills such as developing an 
informed perception; articulating a vision; learn-
ing to solve problems and make decisions; build-
ing self-confidence and self-discipline; developing 
the ability to imagine what might be; and ac-
cepting responsibility to complete tasks from 
start to finish.  

Nurtures important values, including team-
building skills; respecting alternative viewpoints; 
and appreciating and being aware of different 
cultures and traditions. 

ART IS YOUR BUSINESS 
 

SELLING ON ETSY 
 

While Etsy may be the most well-known of the arts/arts and crafts 
sites, because of the overwhelming number of shops and items for 
sale, it is easy to get lost and many people think it is just too big and 
overwhelming for them. 
 
However, with a 20-cent listing fee (for four months), and a small per-
centage retained from each sale, it is a cost-effective way to list your 
items for sale on the web. In addition, when you create your “shop”, 
you are creating, at no additional expense, a website that you can 
share with your friends and clients.  
 
My daughter and I have recently joined forces and have set up an Etsy 
shop as a means to sell our artwork. We posted several items, shared 
them on Facebook, got some views, and even a sale. It was a good 
start but where to go next? How to attract strangers and get them in-
terested enough to purchase. 
 
My daughter did some research and came up with several ideas for 
successful selling tips… 
 
Because online customers cannot physically tough the art/craft, it is 
important to use high quality photographs, and to use as many as pos-
sible to tell the story of the product. This is the only way the customer 
will see the product before it is paid for and arrives in the mail. 

 
Use good key words so people can easily search for and find your art/
craft. 

 
Have a good personal and store profile. This makes you look profes-
sional and that you put effort into your store, which will help the cus-
tomer feel like the product they are interested in has been created 
with the same amount of care and effort. 

 
Try to maintain a large inventory. More things for people to look at 
keeps them at your shop longer, with more of a chance that they will 
find the perfect item for them. 

 
Upload new items as often as possible. This keeps you relevant, keeps 
the shop fresh, exciting, and people will want to keep coming back to 
see what is new. 
 
Know your prices. Stay consistent, research what other shops are 
charging for similar items, and remember shipping costs.  

 
Research other successful shops. 
 
While these suggestions apply directly to Etsy, they also apply to most 
online sites that allow you to post and sell your art. Etsy is not the only 
place to sell online. There are numerous sites with varying charges. 
With a little research you should be able to find something that suits 
you, your needs, and your financial goals.  

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.aenj.org/files/!cid_DE8CFF8C-9724-4199-90FF-EE984719F8FE%40local.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.aenj.org/pages/yam&h=849&w=960&sz=131&tbnid=6dQaJaXXE1pEfM:&tbnh=90&tbnw=102&prev=/search%3Fq%3Dyouth%2Bart%2Bmonth%2
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— CALL FOR ARTISTS — 

 
ART ON R MOUNTAIN 
   April 6, 2013 
   Juried Show 
   Ruffner Mountain in Birmingham 
   Info: http://www.eastlakearts.org/art-on-r-mountain 

AUBURN CITI FEST 
   April 27, 2013 
   Auburn 
   Deadline: April 1 
   2 Applications available: Fine Arts – or – Arts & Crafts 
   Info: http://www.auburncityfest.com/Comments/
frmComment.aspx?COM_ID=44 

ARTS ALIVE 
   May 18 – 19, 2013 
   Juried Show 
   Florence, AL 
   Deadline: March 1, 2013  
   Info: http://www.artsalivealabama.com/information.php 

NORTH ARTS COUNCIL ANNUAL SPRING CRAFT SHOW 
   March 22 – 23 
   Gardendale Civic Center 
   Info: http://northartscouncil.webs.com/ 
 
MONTEVALLO ART SHOW 
   April 13 
   Montevallo 
   Deadline: March 15 
   Info: http://www.montevalloartscouncil.org/fest.htm 
 

BLACK CREEK ARTS FESTIVAL 
   June 8, 10-4 
   Sponsored by Fultondale Arts Council 
   Juried show 
   Deadline: May 24 
   Info: http://www.fultondaleartscouncil.org/ 
 
ART IN THE PARK 
   May 11 
   Deadline: April 15 
   Gamble Park, next to Jasper campus of Bevill St. Community                                                                      
 College 
   Info: http://artsofwalkercounty.org/ 

TROYFEST 
   April 27 – 28 
   Downtown Troy, AL 
   Info: http://troyfest.com/ 
 
ART ON THE LAKE 
   April 20 – 21 
   Guntersville 
   Deadline: April 1 
   Info: http://www.artonthelake-guntersville.com/ 

PRE-RAPHAELITE ART EXHIBITION 

John Everett Millais, Ophelia, 1851-

1852, oil on canvas. Presented by Sir 

Henry Tate 1894. 

If you are heading to Washington D.C. for Spring Break, consider visiting the First 

Major Exhibition on Pre-Raphaelite Art and Design in the United States at the 

National Gallery of Art. 

Combining rebellion, scientific precision, beauty, and imagination, the Pre-
Raphaelites created art that shocked 19th-century Britain. On view from Febru-
ary 17 through May 19, 2013, at the National Gallery of Art, Washington—the 
sole U.S. venue—Pre-Raphaelites: Victorian Art and Design, 1848–1900 is the 
first major survey of the art of the Pre-Raphaelites to be shown in the United 
States. The exhibition features some 130 paintings, sculptures, photography, 
works on paper, and decorative art objects that reflect the ideals of Britain's first 
modern art movement.  

For more information about the exhibition, please visit  http://www.nga.gov/
press/exh/3342/index.shtm. 

http://www.eastlakearts.org/art-on-r-mountain
http://www.auburncityfest.com/Comments/frmComment.aspx?COM_ID=44
http://www.auburncityfest.com/Comments/frmComment.aspx?COM_ID=44
http://www.artsalivealabama.com/information.php
http://northartscouncil.webs.com/
http://www.montevalloartscouncil.org/fest.htm
http://www.fultondaleartscouncil.org/
http://artsofwalkercounty.org/
http://troyfest.com/
http://www.artonthelake-guntersville.com/
http://www.nga.gov/press/exh/3342/index.shtm
http://www.nga.gov/press/exh/3342/index.shtm

